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Abstract

Citizenship is one of the concepts that reflect the content of the social contract in
the country, and is an essential entry point in understanding the nature of the
relationship between the political entity and citizens, and identifying the forms of

political, social, economic and cultural systems within the country.

Therefore, the study’s aim stands on identifying the concept of citizenship in one
of the formed problems for Arab political culture, not only because of its
Importance and necessity in contemporary societies, but also because of its ability
in digging knowledge to detect the crisis of concepts in Arab political culture,
despite its human rights significance as a word and its suggestively form of the
right and the power to the individual, and despite the extravagance of its verbal and
written in Arab societies, citizenship is one of the least well-practiced and
recognized concepts, this is due to several reasons, including ones related to the
political systems that seek to absent citizens’ awareness of their rights, and another
part related to religious discourse and how it deals with the concepts of modernity,
as it treats Islamic discourse and citizenship as the connected and strong
relationship that is between the individual and his homeland, away from any legal

and human connotations that may affect the religious heritage system.

The Muslim Brotherhood movement in its approach to the concept of citizenship
reveals the crisis of concepts in the Arab political culture, the movement could not
adopt citizenship in its modern form fearing the departing from its intellectual and
religious system; freedom is one of the most important foundations of citizenship,
hearing, and obedience one of the most important foundations of citizenship, as a
result of this clear contradiction, the movement had to remove and edit the

foundations of the concept to suit its call, as it initially considered it as the



equivalent for the nationalism that expresses the patriotism and national defense,
then it worked to adapt it by choosing what is appropriate for its political thought.
The movement claimed roots of Islamic nationalism, based on the movement's
concepts about treating Muslims and non-Muslims according to the boundaries of
religion. Then the movement went to building an Islamic patriot, based on the self-
perceptions that the movement set for itself, such as the concept of a nation that
does not recognize borders between nation states, and considers the religion and
belief as the nationality of the citizen within The Islamic community, thus
considering citizenship as the religious and ideological loyalty that Muslims owe to

the Islamic State, accompanied by citizens' access to rights by Islamic law.
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